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	A New Foundation Against Parkinson’s
A non-profit Foundation has been created by the Board members listed in the sidebar to the left.  Our purpose is to support the patients, care-partners and families dealing with Young Onset Parkinson’s Disease (YOPD) in the Orange County/Greater Los Angeles region.  Specifically, we fund the activities of the California Parkinson’s Group, which is a support group of ca. 50 households centered on the clinical practice of Dr. Neal Hermanowicz of the University of California, Irvine campus.  Anyone diagnosed with Parkinson’s before age 50 is welcome to come with their care-giver to our monthly meetings in the City of Orange, and anyone can visit our website.
As the youngest people with Parkinson’s, we face special challenges in pursuing careers presumably at their peak years, and supporting families with young children and/or aging parents.  We have work, travel, exercise, time management, monetary, tax, and insurance issues that the 95% of older PD patients typically have already left behind.  YOPD people will usually bear their frustration, embarrassment and extreme effort in silence and isolation, and on the other hand have the most to gain from improving diagnostics and therapies, and a cure.
The Foundation has five major means focused on addressing this need, represented by the five arrows in our circular logo.  The first is to host gatherings of YOPD people for socializing and information.  The second is to sponsor education, of both of patients and the healthy, through expert speakers.  Third is public advocacy, especially with so much at stake with our State’s Stem Cell Initiative.  Fourth is clinical participation at several levels- as researchers, scientists, subjects, and tissue donors.
Our fifth and final tool for outreach and linking YOPD people together is the Internet.  The CPG web site has a distinct educational flavor.  Other PD sites are more technical, more social/participatory, or more encyclopedic; www.calparkinsons.org has a feed of the latest PD news, with the highlights annotated.  There are also links with related information about stem cell progress in California, and a discussion Forum.  In its first year, our site had 100s of visitors from a dozen countries, making more than 10,000 page views.
The CPG Foundation has been fortunate to already have some significant private and business donors. The Board hopes that you will also appreciate and support our efforts.  Tax-deductible donations can be mailed to our P.O. Box, and will be acknowledged for your records.  On behalf of the Board, thank you for your consideration and interest.
Sincerely, 
Jim Wong, President
August 27, 2008
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